LUK

origin: Ukraine

style:  indie, electro, easylistening, funk, trip-hop        

website: www.luk.com.ua
myspace: www.myspace.com/lukpage
e-mail: info@luk.com.ua
Discography:

Tourist Zone (2002)

Lemon [Luk feat.Sun (5nizza)](2003)

Sex (2005)

Mother’s Youth (2009)

Luk’s music could be an ideal soundtrack for Sunday shopping on Mars and play in a humanoid supermarket that sells only balloons …They’re a band of aliens taught Ukrainian.

Successfully combining the best features  of rock and lounge, Luk are like nothing else in Russian or Ukrainian music. In the original style of the group, you could find hints at various music cultures, from hip-hop to acid-jazz, but while listening to this wonderful easy cocktail stylistic components are what you want to discern the least. 

It is widely accepted that the Ukrainian language is very melodious (as compared to Russian). Luk take full advantage of it, yet if they wish to perform a song in equally melodious French or in Russian, which general audience understands more easily, the results turn out to be none the worse.

(http://www.rap.ru/review/&pos_id=1388)

We can congratulate the indie label “Vdokh” on an unquestionable coup – the new album by the Kharkov band “Luk”, a highly unique outfit. Their album can be earnestly recommended as the best lounge in the former Soviet Union. Smooth and serene like any good “easy listening” should be, it is however fascinating and diverse. The mix of languages, from Ukrainian with occasional English words to convincing French, sounds indeed like a godsend; every patois seems to be given an easy music compatibility test, and every one does pass. In addition, Olga Gerasimova has a most charming timbre of voice and very fine voting.

(http://www.ozon.ru/context/detail/id/2486526/)

Behold the band’s latest, third offering – and don’t you even doubt whether it’s good. It is good; it may be their best to date. It’s soft and mellow; I don’t know how that’s possible, but this record’s even softer and mellower than the previous ones. There is one thing that remains constant: From the very first chords, you get a feeling of someone beaming a friendly smile at you. And this feeling won’t leave you until the end of the album, and even for a while after. Just like before, Luk are singing in three languages. This music renders everything easy and natural – the way you wake up in the morning, take a walk, go to the work or skip it, the way you kiss and sip your morning tea… It’s like a very sincere, heartfelt get-together that is sure to be continued. Well, we’ll be waiting. After all, this music renders waiting easy too.

(http://www.umka.com.ua/ukr/catalogue/2645/)

These guys employ all the variety of modern music, both electronic and live, to pull out what they really need and create a style that can truly be called their own. In their tracks, you can hear elements of trip-hop, hip-hop, and funk, yet sometimes it’s just good old rock brightened with luscious electronic arrangements. Although the songs in the album “Sex” are stylistically  diverse, each one of them possesses this specific “Luk” sound, which I consider the principal virtue for any band. http://repriza.ru/category/review/2006/04/22/Ljuk__albom_Sex_podarochnoe_izdanie.html
Champions of the Eclectic Kharkiv Sound Perform
Several years ago a handful of Kharkiv bands broke into mainstream, challenging the polished pop of Kyiv and the indie bands of Lviv. While LUK have yet to reach the same heights as fellow citizens TNMK and friends 5nizza, the group has acquired a cult following amongst those in the know and trendy  types who know a good acid jazz/funk/soul/reggae sound when they hear it.

Source: WHAT’S ON / Ukraine / 11.2006

club’s concert history:

RUSSIA: 

Moskow, St-Peterburg, Orel, Ekatirinburg, Samara,

Chelyabinsk, Kaliningrad, Novgorod, Norilsk and others 

UKRAINE: 

Kiev, Kharkov, Lviv, Odesa, Donetsk, Dnepropetrovsk, 

Lutsk, Hmelnitskiy, Yalta and others

BELORUS: 

Minsk, Brest, Homel

POLAND: 

Warshava, Gdansk

big fests:

STEREOLETO [Russia, St-Peterburg, 2006, www.bestfest.ru]:

with Gotan Project [Fr.], Bikini Machine [Fr.], Birdy Nam Nam [Fr.] 

VDOH [Russia, Moskow, 2004-2006, www.vdoh.ru]:

NASHESTVIYE [Russia, St-Peterburg, 2006]:

ROCK NA VOLNE [Russia, Ekatirinburg, 2005]:

ARHANGELSKOYE. JAZZ [Moskow, 2005]:

with Nino Katamadze [Gr.], Arsenal [Ru.]

VDOH [Ukraine, Kharkov, 2007]

